A compendium dealing with Ethiopia
and the Horn of Africa
The topics covered include: the country and its people, history,
religion and culture, society and politics, the challenges of the present and future. Also discussed are unique sites of medieval culture
as well as stunning miracles of nature from the beginning of human history (“Lucy”) to the present.
Much more than a travel guide this volume includes articles written by 90 experts from 15 countries, chronological tables, charts,
maps, references to additional literature and more than 100 colour
pictures.
For businessmen, politicians, organizations, students and scholars; for
anyone interested in Africa and eager to learn more!
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Excerpt from page 261:

Excerpt from page 241:

“Modern economy of Ethiopia
Background and trends. With a population of about 100 million
(2016), a large geographic area with fertile soils and good rainfall in
many areas, Ethiopia is potentially one of the richest countries in
Africa. Historically, the economy has depended largely on subsistence agriculture that has remained a major source of employment
and a contributor to the national economy. Until recently (around
2010), agriculture accounted for over 50% of the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP), – the value of all goods and services in an economy – employed over 85% of the labour force and accounted for
80% of export earnings.
Despite its many riches, Ethiopia is one of the poorest countries in
Africa with 36.8% of the population being below the poverty line of
$1.25 a day in 2011. It also ranks 173 out of 186 countries based on
the 2015 United Nations Development Programme's Human Development Index. During the previous decades, the Ethiopian economy has experienced repeated setbacks because of droughts that
contributed to the loss of millions of lives, an unstable political climate, and a high rate of poverty. In the last few years, despite some
positive trends in the growth of the economy, the country is still
struggling to extract itself from this dismal economic condition. To
have a better insight into this seemingly paradoxical economic
condition (rich in resources, yet poor in economic development), it
is imperative that we examine economic trends under the different
regimes in the last several decades.
In 1941 following the end of the Italian occupation, Hayla Sellase's
government sought to modernize the country's economy by improving and expanding the infrastructure left behind by the Italians; rebuilding small-scale industries; expanding commercial
farms; and restructuring the bureaucratic system. The main focus
was to create a modern economy based on agro-industrial development. ...”

“Interfaith relations between Christianity
and Islam in Ethiopia
A longstanding coexistence. Unlike other ancient Christian communities in Africa (in Egypt, the Maghreb or Nubia) that were reduced to the status of political minorities by Arab conquerors and
gradually converted to Islam, the ancient Ethiopian Christian kingdom of Aksum established early relations with the emerging Islamic power and contained the expansion of Islam on the fringes
of its realm. The establishment of this modus vivendi is recalled by
the famous story of the first hijra (migration), when the first followers of Prophet Muhammad took refuge in Aksum under the
protection of the king (najashi). Despite competing interpretations, in particular on the question whether the najashi eventually
converted to Islam, this episode reflects how a certain level of mutual respect and understanding has generally been maintained
over centuries between Christians and Muslims in Ethiopia. ...”

Glossary of selected names and terms
(Excerpt - Terms marked with*)
abun*: abun: አቡን: alternative form of Abuna (Abunä)
‘Our Father’, honorific for the metropolitan bishop of
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church.
Addis Ababa: Addis Abäba: አዲስ አበባ, often also
written as Addis Abeba.
Adwa: ʿAdwa: ዐድዋ, ዓድዋ
Afawarqi: Afäwärqi; አፈወርቂ

Blessing ceremony of an Orthodox priest and a Muslim shaykh,
Jimma, © Wolbert G.C. Smidt
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Through this book the German-Ethiopian Foundation sponsors an
endowed University Chair for contemporary issues of Northeast Africa. Its goal is the interdisciplinary training of future generations
of students committed to the everyday advancement of the region and the struggle against the causes of flight. The royalties
from the book will accrue to the professorship. With every money
transfer for the book, you will support this forward-looking project dedicated to Northeast Africa and its people. The GermanEthiopian Foundation, which is assigning all the profits from the sale of
this book to an endowed professorship for Contemporary Issues in
Northeastern Africa (to be established at the Universität Hamburg), is
launching a special offer for acquiring the volume.
Please make a donation of at least 33 Euros per volume (or the
equivalent in other international currencies) to the following
bank account:
account holder: Deutsch Aethiopische Stiftung
IBAN: DE29 2505 0000 0200 4692 78
BIC/SWIFT: NOLADE2HXXX
transaction name: Endowed chair.
You can also use the form on the „Betterplace“ (http://www.
betterplace.org/projects/20872) website. You may order as many
volumes as you wish. When payment has reached the account we
will send the book/books without shipping costs to your address,
which we ask you to provide below:

first name, last name

street name, house/building number

city, postcode or zip code

country

quantity of books

e-mail (in case of questions)
payment via

bank account

betterplace

